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Question :

If I'm making Jam" Ta'khir{Delayed combi-
nation} of Thuhr and "Asr, what is the ruling
on offering them in sequence?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon all His family and companions.
While combining prayers, the person trav-
elling for a distance of (§1KM) and more
is allowed to make either taqdim (advanc-
ing) or ta’khir (delaying) after crossing the
boundaries of his city of residence. Al-Imam
Al-Shirbini(May Allah have mercy on him)
said, “ You are allowed to advance the sec-
ond prayer to the time of the first prayer.
Thus, if you are combining Zuhr and "Asr ,
you can first pray Zuhr at the time of Zubhr,
and then advance "Asr by praying immedi-
ately, or if you wish, you can defer praying
Zuhr until the time of "Asr arrives, in which
case, you will first pray Zuhr and then pray
"Asr afterwards. The same procedure applies
to combining Maghrib and ‘Isha as well.
This is based on the practice of the Prophet
(PBUH).

As for making Takhir, it is recommended
that the Musaafer(Traveler) offers the two
prayers in sequence. In other words, he prays

B¢ Performing Prayers
& in Sequence when
B8 Making Delayed

¢ Combination is

B Recommended

the first then the second immediately. How-
ever, if he performed the second prayer first,
then it 1s valid.

According to the book {Bushra Al-Kareem, 377-
378}, the four conditions for advancing prayer
are:

First: Performing the first prayer first since it
1s its prescribed time and the second prayer
follows it, and what comes second doesn't
precede what comes first.

Second: Making the intention of combina-
tion.

Third: Performing the second immediately
after the first.

Fourth: Continuity of travel until beginning
the second prayer.

Moreover, none of the aforementioned con-
ditions is stipulated in Jam' T akhir {Delayed
combination} of prayers since the second
prayer follows the First.

Rather, two conditions are stipulated for de-
laying the combination of prayers and they
are:

First: Making the intent to offer the first
prayer within the prescribed time of the sec-
ond, or else one incurs sin and then must
make up for the first.

Second: Continuity of travel until finishing
the second prayer. And Allah knows best.



ver coins, so they started depositing them at
money exchangers™ and received a deed in
return. With the passage of time, people be-
came more trustful of these deeds and start-
ed exchanging them instead of the precious
metals since the latter were hard to carry and
involved a great deal of risk. Later on, they
were put into circulation at a larger scale.
From a juristic viewpoint, they were bonds
of debt.

After these deeds were extensively circulat-
ed in the market, they developed into what's
called “banknotes”. Banks issued these with a
full coverage of gold and pledged to pay their
value in gold as well. Later, countries started
issuing them through their own central banks
and obliged every creditor to accept them in
return for debts. As wars and economic cri-
ses were on the rise and countries were in
need for printing more paper currency, the
gold coverage started decreasing gradually
until the separation between the two was an-
nounced in 1971, and paper currency became
an independent currency with a binding pur-
chase power. Today, jurists-including Figh
assemblies and Fatwa bodies- consider paper
currency an independent currency on which
the rulings of metal currency- in terms of the
obligation of Zakah and the occurrence of
Riba- apply. This is because people consider
paper currency as real currency. Therefore,
Ibn Abdeen, a Hanafie scholar, said about
dirhams made of impure gold or silver, “Dir-
hams of impure gold or silver became pric-
es because they were commonly circulated
amongst people. Once people cease using
them, they become of no value.” {Hashiyat Ibn
Abdeen, 4/534}.

The view of the late Shafie jurists, such as
At-Tirmisi, Dahalan and Al-Sharwani re-
flects what they have experienced in their
own lifetime as regards the beginnings of

the paper currency, which were, to them,
debt bonds. Therefore, the eminent schol-
ar Al-Shatiri-a modern Shafie scholar- said,
“Paper currency which people use today
takes the rulings of gold and silver.” {Shareh Al-
Yaqoot An-Nafees, 362}.

“Every circulated currency that has a price
and has the same value of gold and silver,
such as currencies common nowadays, is
considered likely to involve usury.{Al-Figh
Al-Manhaji Ala Math-hab Al-Imam Al-Shafie, 3/107}.
Undoubtedly, issuing a Fatwa that paper cur-
rency is unlikely to involve usury corrupts
our society and subjects it to many an evil.
Nowadays, economic crises that we are ex-
periencing stem mainly from dealing in usu-
ry and commoditizing currency. As a result,
the value of currency went up and down,
prices went sky high, inflation and unem-
ployment multiplied, poverty and bankrupt-
cy increased and state economies entered
a state of confusion. Therefore, ruling that
paper currency is unlikely to involve usury
leads to corruption, and had the four Imams
been alive, they would have ruled that it is
likely to. This is why the Hanafie scholars
in Transoxonia ruled that exchanging impure
gold and silver currency of unequal weights
is prohibited-although the reliable opinion
of the Hanafie school says it isn't- because,
according to them- “It is the most common
currency in our country, and if exchanging
impure gold and silver currency of unequal
weights becomes permissible, that will open
the door for usury.”{Al-Hidayah Fi Shareh Bidayat
Al-Mubtadi, 3/84}.

In conclusion, we (Iftaa” Department) are of
the view that paper currency takes the rulings
of gold and silver in terms of the possibility
of the occurrence of Riba and the obligation
of paying Zakah, in addition to other rulings.
And Allah knows best.



Question :

What's the ruling on paper currency accord-
ing to the Shafie school of thought; particu-
larly in terms of the possibility of the occur-
rence of Riba and the obligation of paying
Zakah?

Answer :

Islam has definitively forbidden Riba (Usu-
ry) for Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) said, “
The selling of gold for gold is Riba (usu-
ry) except if the exchange is from hand to
hand and equal in amount, and similarly, the
selling of wheat for wheat is Riba (usury)
unless it i1s from hand to hand and equal in
amount, and the selling of barley for bar-
ley is usury unless it is from hand to hand
and equal in amount, and dates for dates,
1s usury unless it is from hand to hand and
equal in amount”{Related by Bukhari}. Al-Imam
An-Nawawi (May Allah have mercy on him)
said, “There is consensus amongst Muslim
scholars that Riba 1s generally forbidden, al-
though they have disagreed about its criteri-
on and sub-rulings.” {Shareh An-Nawawi Ala Muslim,
11/9}.

Many Hadiths have stated that gold and sil-
ver are amongst the currencies in which Riba
is likely to happen. Shafie jurists are of the
view that the criterion of Riba in gold and
silver is that both are mostly prices. Al-Imam
Ash-Shirbini(May Allah have mercy on him)
said, “ The Illah(Cause) of Riba in gold and

Paper Currency
Takes the Rulings
of Gold and Silver

silver is that both are mostly prices, accord-
ing to his(Shirbini's) most correct opinion in
the book “Al-Majmou.”” Also, the Illah of Riba
1s mostly referred to as the basis of the pric-
es.” {Moghni Al-Mohtajj, 2/369}. The Shafie schol-
ars have limited the Illah for forbidding Riba
of prices in gold and silver, which scholars
of the principles of jurisprudence called “Il-
lah Qasirah” {Limited to gold and silver}.
Therefore, these scholars haven't considered
coins, which aren’'t made from gold or silver,
as substitute currency and haven't been cir-
culated mostly as prices.

The view of the Shafie school of thought and
other schools about “Illah Qasirah™ doesn't
absolutely prohibit resorting to Qiyas{Ana-
logical reasoning}. What they meant is that,
in their lifetime, they haven't found another
metal-in which the Illah of gold and silver
existed-to apply the rulings of gold and sil-
ver on. At that time, coins made of metals
other than gold and silver were auxiliary cur-
rency used to buy cheap commodities, and
so they lacked the concept of price. As a re-
sult, Shafie jurists have called gold and sil-
ver the highest of prices and the relationship
between this Illah and its ruling is nowadays
reflected in paper currency, and it is clearer
than that in gold and silver.

Historically, paper currency have passed
through several stages. At the beginning, it
was difficult for people to keep gold and sil-



Ruling on Having Shops
Decorated through Murabaha

Question :

What's the ruling on financing shops’ deco-
rations through Murabaha sale/transaction?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all His family and companions.

It isn’t permissible to finance shop decora-
tions through Murabaha since this sale/trans-
action is about existing commodities which
are purchased and received by the merchant,
then sold to the customer. However, since
decoration works- in this case- are non-exist-
ent commodities, Murabaha sale/transaction
isn't valid. Rather, these decorations take the

ruling of non-existent items, and financing
them is considered a forbidden loan because
it involves usury {Riba}.

The alternative is that the customer con-
cludes an Istisnaa’ contract (Making on cus-
tomer's order) with the financing institution
to have the decorations of his shop made, be-
cause this contract is about the commodities
to be manufactured and are non-existent at
the time this contract is concluded. And Al-
lah knows best.
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Ruling on Guaranteeing
Loans against Commission

Question :

What is the ruling on dealing with a compa-
ny that guarantees loans where it concludes
agreements with banks stipulating that who-
ever fails to pay off a loan, the company cov-
er up to (80%) of that loan in return for tak-
ing (1.5%) from the total of that loan?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

The above question indicates that the compa-
ny guarantees debts due on clients in return
for a commission. Actually, this involves
matters that Sharia forbids, and they are:
First: Taking a wage against guarantee: The
above company takes a commission against
guaranteeing settlement of loans. In fact, the
consensus of the Muslim scholars is that it
is forbidden to take a wage against guaran-
teeing the settlement of debts. Ibn Al-Khat-
tan(May Allah have mercy on him) said,
“They(scholars) have unanimously agreed

that gurantee-Kafalah(i.e. combining the
guarantor's liability with the liability of the
party that's principally responsible with re-
gard to the claim)-in return for a wage is for-
bidden.” {Al-Ekna’a Fi Masa'l Al-Ejmaa’, 2/173}.
During its second session, the International
Islamic Figh Academy issued a resolution
that stated, “Scholars have decided that tak-
ing a wage against Kafalah is prohibited, be-
cause when the guarantor pays off the debt
due on the party that's principally responsi-
ble with regard to the claim, it is similar to
giving a loan against benefit to the giver, and
this is forbidden.”

Second: Gambling. Every guarantor in a
commutative contract is liable to pay off or
not to pay off the debt due on the party that's
principally responsible with regard to the
claim. This is why Figh academies and pub-
lic Fatwa departments have forbidden this
since it involves gambling.

In conclusion, the form of the transaction
given in the above question is forbidden.
And Allah knows best.



Ruling on Following the Imam

from outside the Masjid

Question :

What's the ruling on following the Imam
from outside the Masjid when there 1s room
inside?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all His family and companions.
There is a set of rules governing the Imam
and the persons praying behind him. If the
Imam was inside the Masjid and the persons
praying behind him were outside it then there
should be no barrier-e.g. a wall-between the
rows inside the Masjid and the ones outside
it. It is also conditioned that the distance
between the Imam and the persons pray-
ing behind him doesn’t exceed one hundred
and fifty meters, as stated in the Shafie book
{Al-Eqna’, 1/168}: “If the Imam prays inside the
Masjid and those following him pray outside
although they are close to it(Masjid), pro-
vided that the distance is no more than three

hundred cubits from the end of the Masjid,
then it is permissible, because the Masjid is
one entity.”

If there are rows outside the Masjid, although
there are spaces in the rows inside, then that
doesn’t invalidate the congregational prayer,
but its reward is decreased, as stated by the
prominent scholar Ash-Shirbini: “It is from
Sunnah that all spaces are filled and all rows
become full before a new row is started, and
this 1s recommended. However, if the per-
sons praying behind the Imam failed to do so
then their prayer is valid, but disliked.” {Mogh-
ni Al-Mohtajj, 1/493}.

In conclusion, in order for the prayer of those
following the Imam from outside the Masjid
to be valid, it 1s conditioned that the distance
is short and there is no barrier between the
rows outside and inside the Masjid. Moreo-
ver, the prayer of the ones who didn’t fill the
spaces of the first rows is valid, but disliked.
And Allah knows best.
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Gold, silver and circulated currency are
items in which usury is likely to happen.
Therefore, Sharia has set up conditions for
selling each against the other, and it is in-
cumbent upon the seller and the buyer to
take these conditions into consideration to
avoid Riba(usury/interest). The conditions
are: The amounts must be the same, payment
isn't delayed until after the meeting and the
exchange must be made in the same meeting
as the contract is made. This is provided that
the exchanged items are of the same kind.
Al-Imam Al-Shirbini(May Allah have mer-
cy on him) said, “It isn't permissible to sell
gold for silver or silver for silver, save under
three conditions: The amounts are the same,
payment isn't delayed until after the meeting
and the exchange is made in the same meet-
ing as the contract is.” {Al-Eqnaa’ Fi Alfath Abi Sho-
jaa’, (2/279)}.

When items aren't of the same kind, such
as gold for silver or for a circulated curren-
cy, the exchange must be made in the same
meeting as the contract i1s. However, same-
ness of kind isn't a condition. This is based
on the Hadith in which the Prophet said, *
Gold is to be paid for by gold, silver by sil-

ver, wheat by wheat, barley by barley, dates
by dates, and salt by salt, like for like and
equal for equal, payment being made hand to
hand. If these classes differ, then sell as you
wish if payment is made hand to hand.” (rRelat-
ed by Muslim}

Accordingly, it isn't permissible to sell gold
or silver for deferred cheques because pay-
ment isn't being made hand to hand. How-
ever, if the cheques were due and certified,
then it is permissible to buy gold and silver
for them, because it is considered implicit
payment that substitutes real payment. Res-
olution No. (1410-1990), entitled “Payment:
New Forms and their Rulings”, by the Inter-
national Islamic Figh Assembly, sixth rota-
tion, stated, “One form of implicit payment
considerable in Sharia is receiving a covered
cheque which is cashable in the stated cur-
rency upon its due date and seizure by the
bank.”

Certification of a cheque means seizing a
sum. For example, the payer goes to the bank
and requests seizing that sum in favor of the
payee(beneficiary). So, no one else can cash
it and this equates implicit payment. And Al-
lah knows best.




rious banks. Therefore, burdening the former
with the expenses of current accounts, whose
balance has dropped below the specified
amount, undermines their ability to compete
with non-Islamic/usurious banks.

On the other hand, scholars who have con-
sidered imposing commission on current ac-
count- if balance dropped below the speci-
fied amount- unlawful have based their view
on many an evidence. The most important of
these are:

First: The sum deposited in the current ac-
count is framed as a loan from the customer
to the bank. Therefore, it is incumbent upon
the bank to bear the loss as it harvests the
profit. Since the Sharia maxim in this regard
says: “ Profit follows responsibility,” bur-
dening the customer with some expenses of
this account contradicts this rule. Scholars
added that, on this matter in particular, some
usurious banks are fairer than Islamic banks.
Second: Imposing this commission makes
the loan a commutative contract rather than a

donation. So, the rules of exchange contract
should be implemented here, and they are:
payment on the spot and like for like (cash
for cash).

Third: Imposing this commission makes the
transaction a kind of sale and loan, and this
is prohibited in Sharia since it is a loan from
the customer to the bank and a sale of service
from the bank to the customer.

Fourth: It is unacceptable to differentiate
holders of accounts in case balance had
dropped lower than the specified amount,
unless the commission is charged against the
loan, and this is prohibited since every loan
that generates a benefit is usury(Riba).
Each group of scholars has conducted Ijtihad
in discussing the pieces of evidence produced
by their counterparts. Here, it is neither the
time nor the venue to elaborate on that.
Anyways, responsibility-if any-is on the
shoulders of the Sharia body of the bank, and
the citizen isn't to blame. And Allah knows
best.

— 0

. Ruling on Selling Gold and Silver for Cheques

Question :

There 1s a wholesaler of silver jewels who
usually accepts payments by cheques of dif-
ferent dates, as is customary in the market.
What's the ruling of Sharia on this?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
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Imposing Commission on Current Account if
Balance Drops below the Specified Amount

Question :

What is the ruling on opening an account in
an Islamic bank where in case the account
balance dropped below the specified amount,
a monthly sum is deducted from it ?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
Commission imposed by banks on current
accounts, in case the balance dropped below
the amount specified by the bank in advance,
is amongst the matters upon which the Ijti-
had(Independent reasoning) of the modern
scholars have varied: Some considered it
lawful while others considered it unlawful.
Scholars who have considered it lawful have
based their view on many an evidence; the
most important of these are:

First: Generality of the evidence indicating

the permissibility of taking a wage against
work. Therefore, it is permissible for the bank
to take a commission against the services it
provides to holders of current accounts.
Second: The Hadith: ““ There should be nei-
ther harming nor reciprocating harm.” Im-
posing a commission on the customer wards
off harm against the bank, because the latter
is obliged to open accounts for all customers.
Third: By analogy, since it is the bank's de-
cision to charge or not to charge a commis-
sion on a current account, it is permissible to
relieve some accounts-in which the balance
drops below the specified amount- from this
commission.

Fourth: Regular practice in the banking in-
dustry which doesn't violate Sharia. Such a
practice is taken into consideration by Shar-
ia.

Fifth: Benefit. In fact, Islamic banks are fac-
ing fierce competition from non-Islamic/usu-



Selected Fatwas

Ruling on
Maintenance Service
Contracts

Question :

Are maintenance service contracts, which
include providing spare parts, considered a
sort of gambling, and thus considered inva-
1id?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
Maintenance service contract is a contract
whereby one party is committed, before the
other, to checking the equipments and the
machines, which are the subject matter of the
contract, over specific alternating periods to
keep them running, and fix malfunctioning
parts or replace them with new ones paid for
by the client(Owner of the establishment). In
Sharia terms, this maintenance service con-
tract is an [jarah of labor(where the compen-
sation is for the effort and skill of a laborer),
because the laborer(Technician) is commit-
ted to delivering periodical maintenance and
running a check up for the equipments and
machines in return for an agreed upon wage.
As regards forbidden gambling, it is a win or
lose situation. For more details, please refer
to the book{Shareh Al-Mahalli Ala Al-Minhaj, 4/267}.
In order to clarify the concept of gambling, it
1s imperative to remind ourselves of the con-
cept of Gharrar(that is, uncertainty and spec-
ulation) and how it differs from gambling.
The outcome of Gharrar is unknown, please
refer to the book {Al-Mabsoot by As-Sarkhasi, 12/194},
such as selling a fetus in its mother's womb.

Gharrar could be excessive, such as selling a
fetus in 1its mother's womb, and it could be
non-excessive and forgiven, such as selling a
house without showing its foundations. This
way, gambling is more specific than Ghar-
rar since the former can never be other than
an excessive Gharrar by which both parties
intend to make profit at the expense of the
other.

It is more accurate to assume that mainte-
nance service contracts involve the con-
fusedness of Gharrar, not gambling, since
equipments and machines may and may not
malfunction. However, this is considered
non-excessive Gharrar that people usual-
ly forgive. This is because the maintenance
service contract is mostly to the benefit of
both parties. In modern times, it is custom-
ary to regard maintenance service contracts
an integral part of services that participate
in keeping the wheel of economy running
since they are amongst the needs which peo-
ple can't do without. Therefore, Gharrar in
these contracts is forgiven by Sharia in anal-
ogy to [jara and Ju'ala contracts. Al-Imam
An-Nawawi(May Allah have mercy on him)
said, “In principle, Gharar sale is invalid.....
what is intended here is the contracts in
which there is excessive Gharrar that can't
be avoided........ As for Gharrar sale which
1s a necessity and can't be avoided, such as
the foundations of a house....It is valid by
consensus of scholars(ljmaa’).” {Al-Majmou’,
9/258}.



Resolution No.(264): “The Prohibition of Building
a Graveyard out of a Mosque’s Special Donations”

The Board reviewed the letter sent from His
Excellency, the Mayor of Barqash Munici-
pality, and it read as follows:

I attached a letter from the Chairman of the
local council (Khfur Rakeb’s town) as re-
gards the Sharia ruling to deduct a sum of
money from the donations of Mosab Ibn
Umayer’s Mosque in order to build an Islam-
ic Graveyard in the area mentioned above,
since the town is in dire need for it. Could
you inform us of the Sharia ruling on this?
After prolonged deliberations, the Board de-
cided the following:

It is impermissible to spend the donations for
a purpose other than the one it was intended

for, since Mosques’ Committees are entrusted
to spend the donations in the exact disburse-
ment channel for which they were collected
in the first place, because, Allah, The most
Exalted, said in this regard (What means):”
God doth command you to render back your
Trusts to those to whom they are due” [An-Ni-
sa’ 58]. In conclusion, a mosque’s donations
should only be spent for the mosque itself
and spending them in building a graveyard is
prohibited. And Allah knows best.




The Board reviewed the letter sent from the
his Excellency, the General Manager of The
Zakah fund that read as follow:

Your Grace 1s acquainted with the fact that
the Wihdat’s Zakah Committees are affiliat-
ed to the Zakah’s Fund and they are running
their medical center and desire to replace
the electrical energy with solar energy for
(15682 JD) as an overall cost. Moreover, this
sum was taken from the medical center’s
earnings(Not from the Zakah Fund) and al-
located for the aforementioned reason. In
addition, the medical center offers it’s ser-
vices for all citizens at minimum wages,and
serves the poor through field workshops su-
pervised by one of their committees. Kindly,
give us the Sharia ruling as regards financing
the aforementioned project from the medical

Resolution No.(263): “Ruling on Installing Solar
Energy at the Charity Medical Center from the
Treatment’s Earnings”
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center’s earnings.

After prolonged study and deliberations, the
Board decided the following:

In principle, there is no harm in spending the
medical center’s earnings for the above pro-
ject; especially because they com from the
medical center itself and it will save many
expenses in the future.Hopefully, this will
improve the medical services for the patients
and everyone else. However, this project has
to be done according to the regulations and
instructions of the committees working in
the Zakah Fund. And Allah knows best.
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Resolutions of the Iftaa’ Board
Resolution No.(262): “Ruling on Renting

out the Ground Floor of aMasjid”

All Perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

The Board reviewed the question sent from
His Excellency Deputy Director-General of
Awqaf Properties Development Department
Mr. Ali Al-"Esaili, and it read as follows:

I have enclosed a copy of the letter submit-
ted by the residents of Al-Hiwaiah area (Ker-
ak) in which they sought permission to give
out the ground floor of “Thaniyat Al-Wada’
Masjid”, located in the aforementioned area,
on rent in return for a nominal price in order
to use it for hosting various public occasions.
I kindly ask your Grace to discuss this re-
quest with the Iftaa” Board to issue a Fatwa
in this regard.

After deliberating, the Board arrived at the
following decision:

It isn’t permitted to allocate any part of the
Mas;jid for a purpose other than that which is
beneficial to the Masjid. As a Waqf (Endow-
ment), it is solely allocated to performing

acts of worship and delivering the religious
message of a Masjid, and not for hosting pub-
lic or private events, because Almighty Allah
said, “(Lit is such a Light) in houses, which
God hath permitted to be raised to honour;
for the celebration, in them, of His name:
In them is He glorified in the mornings and
in the evenings, (again and again),- By men
whom neither traffic nor merchandise can di-
vert from the Remembrance of God”{An-Nur,
36}. This is particularly since the extra floors
of a Masjid may be allocated to teaching the
Noble Quran and the different Sciences of
Sharia. They may also be needed in certain
religious events, such as the holy month of
Ramadan, Fitr and Adha Eids and the like.
We may also add that renting them out for
non-religious occasions, without that being
conditioned by the Waqif(Endower), hinders
delivering the original purpose for which the
Masjid was endowed in the first place. And
Allah knows best.
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In addition, we learn that companionship
is of key importance, because a person is
known by the company he keeps. If his com-
panions are evil, he will be as such, but if
they are good, he will be as such too. Ac-
cordingly, one should be extra careful when
choosing his company, because, obviously,
it has a direct effect on the life of the indi-
viduals as well as society. When the Prophet
(PBUH) wanted to build the nation of Islam,
he was keen on choosing the company that
was fit for that mission, and they did succeed
in achieving that.

The Prophet’s birth isn’t a mere anniversary;
rather, it is a lesson from his biography that

we remind ourselves with so that it remains
present in our minds. It is similar to a light-
house that guides one though the pitch-black
nights. The Prophet (PBUH) is our role mod-
el and the lantern of the truthful callers to
Allah.

Celebrating this anniversary stresses the
tight bond between the Muslim nation and its
leader, Prophet Mohammad (PBUH). Year
after year, we renew our pledge of loyalty to
this honorable Prophet (PBUH) and pray that
Allah, The Almighty, gathers us with him on
the Day of Resurrection, Amen to that.
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The birth anniversary of Prophet Moham-
mad is very close to the heart of every Mus-
lim. Worldwide, Muslims dwell upon the
Prophetic biography praising the Prophet
(PBUH) in prose and poetry, sending prayers
upon him and giving food in celebration.
His birth (Mawlid) teaches us that calling
people to the way of Allah requires patience
and is never a walk in the park. When a per-
son undertakes this sacred task, he should
expect aggression from the stupid and mock-
ery from the common. He could even be at-
tacked by the closest of kin. This is the sit-
uation that was experienced by the Prophets
(PBUT) including Mohammad (PBUH). In
simple terms, this is the legacy of Propheth-
ood, and whoever continues this mission will
have a taste of it.

We also learn that good morality has a great
impact on people’s acceptance of this call,
and this is why the Prophet (PBUH) had the
best of morals: merciful, lenient, kind, lov-
ing, pious, generous, truthful and honest.
People loved him for these beautiful attrib-

Lessons from the Birth anniversary
of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)

By Dr. Mufti Hassan
Abu Argoob

utes and thus entered into Allah’s religion in
crowds. In light of this occasion, the lesson
that we should learn is that good morality for
the one calling to the way of Allah is like the
capital for the trader: once that capital is lost,
the trade is rendered stagnant.

Moreover, such a person should have one
face, be it with his household or society
since, nowadays; we can notice that many
people have two faces. This double person-
ality wasn't part of our Prophet’s morals and
thus it doesn't befit those who are entrusted
with continuing his message. Accordingly, a
caller to the way of Allah must have one face
everywhere and at all times.

Further, we realize that this call entails the
exertion of time, effort and wealth on the
part of the caller and this is one of the best
types of Jihad as calling to the way of Allah
and guiding people to the right path become
his one and only concern. By this, he alien-
ates his ego and absorbs others because he
means to guide them and achieve what's best
for them.



namely intellectual, religious and behavioral
corruption. As a result, injustice, classism
and the breaking of kinship ties have pre-
vailed, in addition to the fact that humanity
was lacking in societies.

Therefore, Allah sent His Prophet (PBUH) to
correct humans' way of life, and be a safe
haven to humankind by preventing injustice,
putting an end to slavery, restoring the sense
of humanity to people and revealing the di-
vine mercy on his hands. Allah, The most
Exalted, said (What means): We sent thee
not, but as a Mercy for all creatures.”[ Al-An-
biya’/107].

The face of the world has changed when the
Prophet (PBUH) was born. The throne of
Anushirvan cracked, the Magians' fire extin-
guished and the lake of Sawa dived deeper.
Amina, the mother of Prophet (PBUH), nar-
rated:” When she was pregnant with him she
dreamed that a great light came out of her
and illuminated all the castles in Al-Sham.”
[Mosanaf AbdelRazaq]. This shows that his reign
is going to reach Al-Sham, so his birth was
not a normal one; rather it was a sign for a
nation’s birth. Further, he (PBUH) was di-
vinely raised and disciplined; he had neither
a father, a mother nor a grandfather.

He (PBUH) was sent as a Seal of Prophets
and a guidance to all mankind since Allah,
said (What means):” We have not sent thee
but as a universal (Messenger) to men, giv-
ing them glad tidings, and warning them
(against sin).” [saba/28] and He, The Exalted,
said (What means):” but (he is) the Apostle
of God, and the Seal of the Prophets.” [Al-Ahz-
ab/40].

Indeed, he had to be the Seal of all Proph-
ets and Messengers since no other Prophet
or Messenger had had his shape or manners.
His shape was perfect and his mercy has en-
compassed all creatures for Allah, The most

Exalted, said (What means):” We sent thee
not, but as a Mercy for all creatures.” [Al-Anbi-
ya/107] and He said (What means):” to the Be-
lievers is he most kind and merciful.” [Al-Taw-
bah/128].

Besides, he (PBUH) has transferred the Arab
nation from the state of illiteracy to literacy
by urging them to seek knowledge, castaway
myths and use their minds. He made seek-
ing knowledge incumbent upon every Mus-
lim where He (PBUH) said(What means):”
Seeking knowledge is a duty upon every
Muslim.” [Sunn Ibn Majah]. This 1s because it is
only through knowledge that societies could
flourish and prosper.

Therefore, it is imperative that we adhere to
good character as basis for our religion, since
the Prophet (PBUH) said (What means):” I
was sent to perfect good character.” [Musanaf
Ibn Shyiba]. In fact, nations will never be able
to achieve prosperity, unless they abide by
good character and seek knowledge
Nowadays, Muslims are in desperate need to
follow the teachings of the Prophet (PBUH)
in dealing with others regardless of their
cultural background and ways of thinking.
This is because winning people’s hearts and
minds is far more important than conquering
fortresses and castles.

In conclusion, we do need to follow the teach-
ings of the Prophet (PBUH) in everything,
since Allah, said (What means):” And know
that among you is God’s Apostle.” [Al-Huju-
rat'7]. Further, when Muslims celebrate his
birth, they show gratitude to Allah, the Ex-
alted, for His endless generosity that lies in
choosing and allocating them to be the best to
enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong.
He, The Almighty, said (What means):” “In
the bounty of God. And in His Mercy, - in
that let them rejoice”: that is better than the
(wealth) they hoard.” [vunus/58].



he Birth of:

Prophet Muhammad

Articles

Allah, The Almighty, has ordained sending
Prophets and Messengers for all mankind to
lead them to the righteous path where He,
The Almighty, said(What means):”” Apostles
who gave good news as well as warning, that
mankind, after (the coming) of the apostles,
should have no plea against God: For God
1s Exalted in Power, Wise.” [An-Nisa/165]. He,
The Exalted, also said (What means):” nor
would We visit with Our Wrath until We had
sent an apostle (to give warning). [Al-Isra’/15].
Moreover, those Prophets are the best of the
best when it comes to manners or shapes, and
this enables them to keep up with the noble
task entrusted to them and that is calling peo-
ple to the way of Allah, The Exalted.

In addition, Allah sent to every nation a
Prophet of their own in order for them to
accept and understand his message easily.
However, the end of that Prophet’s message
and life were inseparable.

. Glimpses on the Birth of Brightness

(eace

By Secretary General

Therefore, a continuous message to the end
of days(Judgment day) was a pressing need;
thus Allah chose for this great message a
great man who had favors upon all Prophets
to the end of days; Mohammad Ibn Abdul-
lah Ibn Abdulmattalib Ibn Hashim Ibn Abd-
manaf whose lineage extends to Prophet Is-
maiel (PBUH).

The period of sending Prophets to people/na-
tions was somehow specified, but the period
before the birth of the Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH) till the beginning of his message
was the longest compared to other Prophets.
Allah, The Exalted, used to send one Proph-
et after the other and, sometimes, more than
one were sent at the same time and He, The
Almighty, has never took a Prophet’s soul
without replacing him with another one.
Further, during the long period before send-
ing Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), human-
ity has encountered many negative aspects

Be

Upon Fim

Dr. Ahmad Al- Hasanat




and despotism. This is reflected in the words
of the Caliph Omar Bin Al-Khattab, “Since
when did you enslave the people though they
were born from their mothers in freedom?”
Islam has also created a system for the fami-
ly, and established, for humanity, the princi-
ples of fraternity, religious tolerance, equity
and equality.

The contributions of the Islamic nation in the
fields of science, arts, literature and philos-
ophy have enriched the human civilization,
and this was even recognized by non-Mus-
lims. For example, The German historian
Siegrid Honke wrote the book, “The Sun of
the Arabs Shines over the West.” Wi1ll Durant has also
written the book, “The Story of Civilization.”

In his book, “Arabs Civilization,” Gustave Le Bon
said, “If we take a closer look at the Arab
and Muslim civilization, scientific books,
inventions and arts, we arrive at the conclu-
sion that they have the credit for the spread
of knowledge in the middle ages. For over
than five centuries, they were the sole source
of scientific knowledge for the west. They
have even civilized Europe materially, intel-
lectually and morally, in addition to taking
the lead in the field of artistic creativity.
The Islamic civilization, whose foundations
were set by non-other than Prophet Moham-
mad (PBUH), has addressed the various in-
tellectual, psychological, spiritual, physical
and material needs of humanity.

His call to Allah was founded on the achieve-
ments of the elite Muslim scholars in dif-
ferent fields, such as al-Khawarizmi, Ibn
al-Haytham, al-Idrisi, al-Razi , Ibn Sina...
and many others; where the Europeans have
utilized the latter's achievements in building
their own civilization.

The orientalist George Sarton in his book,
“Introduction to the History of Science”, also recog-
nized their distinguished accomplishments.

He said, “The greater portions of the tasks
of the human intellect were shouldered by
the Muslims: Al-Farabi is the greatest of
philosophers, Al-Masoodi is the greatest of
Geographers and al-Tabari is the greatest of
historians.”

Yes, on this occasion we remember a past
glory of the Arabs and the Muslims and feel
a sense of superiority, dignity and pride.
However, a quick overview of our current
situation would make us feel disappointed.
At present, Muslims and Arabs are living a
bitter reality as division, weakness and in-
tra-conflicts dominate them. They have be-
come in the rear of human civilization al-
though they are the nation of (Read) and the
seal of Messengers and Prophets.

In light of this harsh reality, we remember
the beautiful attributes of our beloved Proph-
et (PBUH), and his tremendous efforts in el-
evating and uniting the Islamic nation. He
(PBUH) said, “I have left two matters with
you. As long as you hold to them, you will
not go the wrong way. They are the Book of
Allah and the Sunna of His Prophet.”

No matter what the case may be, the Book
”of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet
(PBUH) are the one and only solution for all
our problems and suffice to raise our morale.
Allah, The Almighty, said, “And hold fast,
all together, by the rope which God (stretches
out for you), and be not divided among your-
selves” {Al-mran, 103}. In addition, the Proph-
et (PBUH) said, “and seek help from Allah
and do not lose heart,” {Related by Muslim}. Allah,
The Exalted, also said, “Such days (of var-
ying fortunes) We give to men and men by
turns” {Al-Imran, 140} and “When will that be?”
Say, “May be it will be quite soon!”{Al-Isra’,
51},



Introduction

Upon the arrival of the month of Rabi al-Aw-
wal, Prophet Mohammad's birth anniversary
(Mawlid) arouses overwhelming emotions
in the hearts of all Muslims reminding them
of a history, a present reality and a future.
That history started before the Prophet
(PBUH) was even born in the Arabian Pen-
insula. He (PBUH) is a descendent of the
Prophet Ismail (PBUH) from Bani Kinana,
from Quraish, from Bani Hashim; the best of
the best and the noblest of tribes in respect to
lineage.

While the Arabian Peninsula was preoccu-
pied with tribal warfare, the Persians and
the Romans were in the vanguard of civili-
zational procession; followed by the Greeks
and the Indians. Those civilizations had their
share of scientific, cultural and philosophical
products that had a significant impact on the
making of a full-fledged human civilization.

' Mawlid: Revival of the Islamic Nation

By Grand Mufti of Jordan
Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalayleh

The Prophet (PBUH) was born on the 12th of
Rabi al-Awwal, in the “Year of the Elephant’.
Upon his delivery, his Mother Aminah saw a
light that illuminated what's between the east
and the west. A light that had later infiltrated
the illiterate nation of the Arabian Peninsu-
la: a light of knowledge, civilization, mercy,
good morality and justice. The first verse re-
vealed to the Prophet (PBUH) was, “Read!
In the Name of your Lord, Who has created
(all that exists).” It gave life to the illiterate
nation as well as the Arabian Peninsula an-
nouncing a turning point from illiteracy to
knowledge, civilization, urbanization, good
conduct and universal values. The Islamic
civilization was so advanced that it oversh-
ined that of the Persians, Romans, Greeks
and the Indians. It has established the gener-
al principles of human civilization, and liber-
ated human beings from the yoke of slavery
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