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Question: Should the grave of the deceased, who
wasn't placed towards the Qibla, be exhumed
to turn him towards it?

Answer: Should the grave of the deceased, who
wasn't placed towards the Qibla, be exhumed
to turn him towards it?

Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds, and may His blessings and
peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

In principle, the deceased should be facing the
Qibla when placed in his grave, as indicted in the
book, “As-sunnan” by Al-Bayhakhi who reported
that the Prophet(PBUH) said, when describing
Al-Bait Al-Haraam(The Sacred House), “ The
Sacred House is your Qiblah (direction of
prayer), in your life and after death.” However,
if the deceased was buried in a direction other
than the Qibla, then scholars have disagreed as
regards exhuming his grave:

The Hanafites are of the view that it is
_impermissible to exhume the grave if the

deceased was covered with earth, since they
consider it a Sunnah, not an obligation.
The Shafites are of the view that digging the
grave out and turning the deceased's body
towards the Qibla is obligatory, provided that
his body hasn't changed. If it has, then it is
impermissible to exhume the grave. Please refer
to “Moghni Al-Mohtajj 38/2.” As far as the Hanbalite
Jurists are concerned, they permit exhuming
the grave and turning the deceased towards the
Qibla so long as his body hasn't reached the
stage of putrefaction.

We, The Iftaa’ Department, rule that it is
permissible to turn the body of the deceased to
make it face the Qibla if it wasn't covered with
earth. If it was, then it shouldn't be turned and
the grave shouldn't be exhumed, according to
the opinion of the Hanafites and the Malikites, in
order not to violate the sanctity of the deceased.
And Allah knows best.
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Question: What is the ruling of Sharia on taking
back a gift the father had offered to his sons and
is he allowed to take back a waiver?

Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds; and may His blessings
and peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

In principle, if the donee had taken possession of
the gift, it is impermissible for the donor/giver
to take it back, as indicated by the Prophet's
Hadith which reads, “One who gets back the gift
1s like one who eats vomit™{Bukhari;. However,
the Shafite jurists made an exception in the case
of what a father gives to his son and grandson,
as stated by Al-Imam An-awawi(May All bless

him), “If a father had offered a gift to his son
or grandson, then he is allowed to take it back.
However, brothers, paternal uncles and other
blood relatives aren’'t allowed to take their gifts
back.” {Shareh An-nawawi Ala Muslim(64/11)}.
Moreover, jurists have conditioned that the gift
should be in the possession of the donee/son in
order for his father to be able to take it back, as
stated by Al-Imam An-nawawi(May Allah bless
him). Refer to {Minhajj At-talibeen(171/1)}.

In conclusion, it is permissible for a father to
take back the gift or the waiver which he had
offered to his sons. And Allah knows best.
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Question: What is the opinion of the General
Iftaa® Department as regards  religious and
Fatwa programs broadcasted by some satellite
channels which issue different Fatwas about the
same topic, causing confusion to the people?
Are such channels permitted to issue Fatwas?
Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds; and may His blessings
and peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

People are eager to listen to scholars and learn
from them to be more enlightened as far as
religious matters are concerned, as indicated
by the following verse, “‘So ask the followers
of the Remembrance if you do not know’.” {An-
Nahil/43}. Scholars are held accountable before
Allah for clarifying the valid ruling of Sharia
on people’s religious and worldly matters, and
the issuance of Fatwas.

Clarifying the duty of the scholars and
warning against concealing the truth, Allah,
The Almighty, said(what means),“And when
God made covenant with those who had been
given the Scripture, ‘You shall expound it to
people, and not conceal it’. But they rejected it
behind their backs, and bought with it a small
price; how evil is what they have bought!”al-
Imraan/187}.

As mass-media evolved, religious programs
have been broadcasted regularly via different
radio and T.V stations, so listening to Fatwa and
religious lessons have become more accessible
to people. However, this is a double-edged
weapon: people may listen to expert scholars,
so they protect their religion and carry out their
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religious obligations in the correct manner, or
they may listen to non-expert scholars, so they
become more confused, and this leads to the
spread of inaccurate Fatwas.
[tisimperative upon every Muslim to understand
religious issues from expert scholars since
Allah, The Almighty, says(what means), “‘So
ask the followers of the Remembrance
if you do not know’.”{Al-Anbia'/7}. Interpreting
this verse, Al-Imam Al-Qortobi said, “Muslim
scholars have agreed that the public should
imitate their scholars, and that they are the
addressees of the verse, “So ask the followers
of the Remembrance if you do not know’.”{Al-
Anbia'/7}.
It is imperative that questioners do their best to
choose the best of scholars.
Al-Imam Ibn Serene said, “This knowledge is
religion, so beware of whom you take it from.”
Reliable scholars of Islamic Sharia are present in
every country and people trust their Fatwas and
methodology. Therefore, we advise the people
of different countries to ask the specialized
scholars of their countries because each country
has different circumstances and customs with
which the scholars of other countries may be
unfamiliar.
We would like to point out that difference
in some Fatwas may be commendable as it
results from difference in understanding the
Sharia evidence, the question's circumstances,
or the customs. This is why it was said in this
regard:“Differences in my Ummah(Nation)
are a source of mercy i.e. where difference is
acceptable.” And Allah knows best.



Question: Three partners have established a
housing company; how should they calculate
the Zakah due on it?

Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds; and may His blessings
and peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

Apartments that have been built for trade are
considered from the articles of merchandise
liable for Zakah after one full lunar year passes
over possessing them. Unsold apartments
should be assessed in accordance with their
market value on the day they are liable for
Zakah, not according to their cost value.
Afterwards, the company's cash amounts and
debts immediately due on clients are added,
then (2.5 %) from the total is paid as Zakah.

As regards apartments sold by installments,
Zakah is due on installments deferred for every
year; however, it isn't an obligation to pay their
Zakah, save upon collecting each installment.
Therefore, it is permissible to calculate the
Zakah for one year and pay it from the money
in his(giver) possession, or delay that till the
collection of each payment and pay its Zakah
according to the percentage due on it.

It is worth mentioning that it isn't permissible
to deduct the amount of the debt due on the
company from its capital which is liable for
Zakah.

It was stated in “Umdat Assalik(98)”, a Shafi book, “If
he possessed only the Nisaab and was indebted
for an equal amount, then he is obliged to pay
Zakah, because debt doesn't absolve a person

from paying Zakah.” And Allah knows best. ___




Question: Whatis theruling when a staff member
of a primary health care government centre or
hospital takes medical supplies without having
an actual prescription or a permission?

Question: Whatis theruling when a staffmember
of a primary health care government centre or
hospital takes medical supplies without having
an actual prescription or a permission?

Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds; and may His blessings
and peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

It is unlawful for a health centre’s or a
hospital's staff member to take medical
supplies without having an actual prescription
because it is considered a theft and eating up
people’s property unjustly, as indicated by
the following verse:*“And do not eat up your
property among yourselves for vanities, nor
use it as bait for the judges, with intent that ye
may eat up wrongfully and knowingly a little
of (other) people’s property.” Al-Bagarah/188}.
Moreover, the degree of prohibition multiplies
if such a theft takes place in public hospitals
for misappropriation was clearly prohibited
in the Quran: “No prophet could (ever) be
false to his trust. If any person is so false, He
shall, on the Day of Judgment, restore what he
misappropriated; then shall every soul receive
its due,- whatever it earned,- and none shall
be dealt with unjustly.” Alimraan/161;. The

Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, «Whosoever
among you is appointed by us to a position and
he conceals from us even a needle or less, it
will amount to misappropriation and he will
be called upon to restore it on the Day of
Resurrection” {Muslim}. He added, «Some men
acquire Allah’s Property (such as the funds of
the Muslim state treasury, Zakah etc.) and they
will go to Hell on the Day of Resurrection.”
[Related Al-Bukhari].

The regulations of the Jordanian Ministry
of Health have determined a certain system
for seeking therapy and legislated laws for
it. These show how citizens can benefit from
therapy, and that resorting to any illegal method
is considered an act of misappropriation. This is
because public property belongs to all citizens
and is spent equally to the best of their interests.
In principle, each staff member should be
keen on preserving the properties of Muslims
and protecting them against transgression
and misappropriation. Also, he should be
trustworthy in order to be absolved from the
liability before Allah, earn lawful money and
please Allah with it.

In conclusion, any kind of misappropriation of
Muslims® property is forbidden; therefore, the
staff member who committed this sin is obliged
to give the same item back or to pay for it in
cash, even if he did it long time ago. And Allah
knows best.
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Question: What is the ruling of Islamic Sharia
on the person who keeps his parents or one of
them at a nursing home, whether he is well-
off or insolvent, and what is the ruling on the
sons and daughters who don't fulfill their duty
as regards taking care of their parents and
honoring them at old age?

Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds; and may His blessings
and peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

Islam has urged on obeying parents and assisting
them with every means possible: effort, money
and the like. It also urges on addressing them
in terms of honor and treating them softly;
especially, at old age. This is because they need
more care in return for their favors upon their
children; therefore, it is impermissible for a
person to abandon his parents at old age. Allah,
The Exalted, says(what means),*“Thy Lord hath
decreed that ye worship none but Him, and that
ye be kind to parents. Whether one or both of
them attain old age in thy life, say not to them a
word of contempt, nor repel them, but address
them 1n terms of honour. And, out of kindness,
lower to them the wing of humility, and say:
“«My Lord! bestow on them thy Mercy even as
they cherished me in childhood.” {Al-Isra'(24-23)}.
From the perspective of Sharia, kindness to
parents 1s one of the best actions by which a
person gets nearer to Allah, The Almighty.
This is because parents have begotten their
children and have raised them properly, which
made them(children) realize happiness in this
world and the Hereafter. The Messenger of
Allah said:“The best of the deeds or deed the
(observance of) prayer at its proper time and

kindness to the parents.” {Muslim}.

Therefore, it i1s obligatory that sons and
daughters fulfill the rights of their parents, even
if the latter are polytheists, and that they should
obey them in whatever they order them to do,
except if they order them to commit a sin and
disobey Allah. Allah, The Almighty,
says{what means}, “But if they strive to make
thee join in worship with Me things of which
thou hast no knowledge, obey them not; yet
bear them company in this life with justice (and
consideration), and follow the way of those
who turn to me (in love): in the end the return
of you all is to Me, and I will tell you the truth
(and meaning) of all that ye did.” {Lugman/15;}.
They are also obliged to show respect to them
at all times, treat them softly, and never raise
their voice at their presence.

Moreover, it is obligatory to support them
and attend to their needs as much as possible,
without complaining. Article(197/A) of the
Jordanian personal Status Law states, “A well-
off son or daughter, young or old, is obliged
to support their poor Parents, even if they are
capable of making a living.”Islamic Sharia has
warned against severing ties with parents in
order to avoid the severe punishment for such a
major sin, in the Hereafter. Not only that, but it
has also warned that those who commit such a
thing will be punished in this world before their
death. Our Prophet(PBUH) said, “Allah will
defer whatever wrong actions He wills until the
Day of Rising, except disobeying parents. He
will punish the one who commits that thing in
this world before he dies.” {Al-Hakem}. And Allah
knows best.




Question: I wanted to hang a framed Quranic
verse on a wall of a mosque; however, the
people there objected to that under the pretext
that the Quran has been sent down to be acted
upon and not for decorative purposes; what is
the ruling of Islamic Sharia on this issue?
Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah; The
Lord of The Worlds; and may His blessings
and peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

It is permissible to inscribe Quranic verses or to
hang them on walls within frames. However, it
_1s obligatory to honor and protect them against

offence, degradation or getting thrown into
the rubbish. Allah, The Almighty, says(what
means),“Such (is his state): and whoever holds
in honour the symbols of God, (in the sacrifice
of animals), such (honour) should come truly
from piety of heart.” {Al-Hajj/32}.

It was stated in the book, “Al-Fatawa Al-
Hindeyah(323/5),”Even 1f verses were hung
on walls, some scholars said, we hope it is
permissible and some regarded it reprehensible
for fear that they could fall and get stepped on.”
And Allah knows best.



Question: In Europe, it is allowed for a woman
to undergo a diagnosis for her embryo during
the first months of pregnancy to check whether
it has Down’'s Syndrome or not. Actually, a
woman gave birth to a baby that has been
diagnosed with Down's Syndrome, so she filed
a lawsuit against the hospital for not running
that test in the early stages of her pregnancy. As
a result, the court ruled that she gets a certain
amount of money as a compensation. Is it
permissible for her to take that money?

Answer: All perfect praise is due to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds; and may His blessings and

peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

It is permissible for a person to take a
compensation against the harm that befalls
him/her due to negligence, as indicated by the
following Hadith:*“ There should be neither
harming (darar) nor reciprocating harm (dirar).
A hasan hadeeth related by 1bn Majah, Ad-
Daraqutnee and others as a musnad hadeeth.”
Therefore, the above woman is permitted to
take that compensation as ruled by the court.
And Allah knows best.




Question: Does applying “Keratin” to the hair
invalidate ablution, knowing that it covers the
hair but doesn't reach the scalp, or prevent
water from reaching it ?

Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds; and may His blessings
and peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
Tahara(ritual purity)isacondition forthe validity
of prayer. The Messenger of Allah(PBUH)
said, “Allah does not accept any prayer without
purification.” {An-Nassai}. Among the conditions
for the validity of Taharah, whether it was
attained by Ghusl(ritual bath) or ablution, is
that there should be nothing on the organs that
should be washed in ablution(Wudu).
Al-Imam Annawawi(May Allah have mercy

on him) said,“If he applied cream or the like to
his dry coarse feet or painted them with Henna
and a perceptible layer has remained, then he
is obliged to remove it because it prevents
water from reaching the skin. However, if no
perceptible layer remained but only a trace like
the color of the Henna, then it doesn't prevent
water from reaching the skin and the ablution is
valid.” {Al-Majmou" 426/1}.

Accordingly, if this “Keratin” prevents water
from reaching the hair, then it must be removed
in order for the ablution to become valid.
However, if it didn't prevent the water from
reaching the hair, then it is permissible to
perform ablution while having it. And Allah
knows best.



Question: What is the difference between
obeying one's parents and honoring them, and
should I obey my parents in whatever they
order me to do; especially, when they refuse an
eligible suitor?

Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds; and may His blessings
and peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
Honoring parents is a general concept that
includes treating them kindly and pleasing
them. Allah, The Almighty, says(what means),
“Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship
none but Him, and that ye be kind to parents.
Whether one or both of them attain old age in
thy life, say not to them a word of contempt,
nor repel them, but address them in terms of
honour. And, out of kindness, lower to them the
wing of humility, and say: “My Lord! bestow
on them thy Mercy even as they cherished me
in childhood.”{Al-1sra'24-23}.

Obeying one's parents is one aspect of being
kind to them, but kindness here isn't intended in
its general sense; therefore, sons and daughters
shouldn't obey their parents in whatever they
order them to do, as indicated by unanimous
agreement of the Muslim scholars. This is
why some scholars have set the concept of
disobeying parents and matters they shoud

be obeyed about. Defining disobedience to
parents, “Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar said, “It is when
the son or the daughter harm their parents by
word or deed, save in two situations: when the
parents order them to commit a sin and disobey
Allah, and when they are unrightfully adamant
about a certain 1ssue.”{Fatch Al-Bari 406/10}.
Accordingly, issues pertaining to the life of a son
or a daughter, such as joining a certain faculty,
choosing a job, or a wife don't go under the
umbrella of “obedience to parents.”In terms of
Sharia, the father is the legitimate guardian of
his daughter, so he is in charge of choosing the
most eligible suitor for her; however, he isn't
at liberty to prevent her from getting married
or show adamancy when choosing a husband
for her. Allah, The Almighty, says(what
means), «do not prevent them from marrying
their (former) husbands” (Al-Bagarah/232}. If her
guardian persists on refusing qualified suitors,
it is permissible for her to go to a Sharia court
so that the judge decides whatever he sees fit
for her. In this regard, the Jordanian Personal
Status Law stated, “It is permissible for a judge
to marry the virgin who has completed fifteen
years of age to an eligible suitor in case her
father prevented her from marrying him without
a valid reason.” And Allah knows best.
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Question: Is there a certain number of Rakahs
for the night prayer(Qiyam al-Lail)?

Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds, and may His blessings and
peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
Observing the night prayer brings a Muslim
closer to His Lord. Allah, The Exalted, has
praised those who are keen on performing
this form of worship in the following verse :
“They were in the habit of sleeping but little by
night” {Adnh-Dhariyat/51}. Moreover, the Prophetic
Tradition has confirmed the greatness of this
act for the Prophet(PBUH) said, “Hold fast
to Qiyam al-Lail, for it is the practice of the
righteous before you, and indeed Qiyam al-
Lail is a means of nearness to Allah, a means of
prevention from sin, an expiation for bad deeds,
and a barrier for the body against disease.” {At-
Tirmizi}. A'isha, umm al-muminin said,“The
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
_grant him peace, used to pray thirteen rakas in

M7
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the night and then would pray two rakas when
he heard the adhan for the subh prayer.” {Bukhari}.
There is no harm in performing more than
eleven Rakhas during the night since the
Prophet(PBUH) referred to night prayer in
general, as indicated in the following Hadith,
“Salat during the night should consist of pairs
but if you fear that morning is near, then pray
one Rak,ah as Witr.” {Agreed upon}. It 1S evident
from this Hadith that the Prophet(PBUH)
didn't specify a certain number of Rakhas for
the night prayer. In addition, the night prayer
1s among the absolute supererogatory forms
of worship. Al-Khateeb Ash-Shirbini said, *
Absolute supererogatory forms of worship
don’t have a specific time, reason or number of
Rakhas.” {Moghni Al-Mohtajj 346/1}.

In conclusion, there is no specific number of
Rakhas for the night prayer, and a Muslim may
offer as many as he likes. And Allah knows
best.



First: Extreme Anger: The person gets furious
and his anger is so high that he no longer has
control over his mind and is no longer aware
of his actions and words. Muslim Jurists have
agreed that there 1s no doubt that the actions and
words of such a person aren't effective. This is
based on the following Hadith: The Messenger
of Allah (PBUH) said:“There is no divorce and
no manumission at the time of coercion.”{Abu
Dawood and Ahmad}.

Second: Minimum Anger: The person gets
angry but not so extreme. He controls himself
and perceives his words and actions; the divorce
of such person is valid without any objection
amongst the Muslim scholars.

Third: Medium Anger: The person whose
condition is between these two conditions. He
becomes extremely angry, but he doesn't reach
the degree of an insane person as mentioned in
the first condition, not losing his mind totally.
The Jordanian Personal Status Code calls such
person “Madhoosh.” Muslim scholars have
differed concerning the ruling of such a person.
Their majority said that his divorce takes place;
whereas, Ibn Taymiah and Ibn Qayim Al-
Jawzieh, Hanbalite scholars, and Ibn Abdeen,
a Hanafite scholar, said that it doesn't. Ibn
Abdeen stated, “I believe that it isn"t obligatory
that the Madhoosh and the angry don't realize
what they say, it suffices that they are delirious
and they mix joking with seriousness.” {Radd Al-
Mohtaar}.

Accordingly, the Jordanian Civil Status
Law(No.(2010/(36, article(86)) and the Board
of Iftaa’, Research and Islamic Studies rule
that divorce in a state of medium anger doesn’t
take place, whether in the first, second or
third pronouncement of divorce, based on the
principle of “intention” and the Sharia evidence
that remove the hardship facing the mistaken,
the insane and the coerced. The same ruling
applies to persons whose minds are in a state of
confusion and lack the capacity to choose.
As for Bedai /innovative divorce(When a

person divorces his wife after he sleeps with
her while she is in a state of ritual purity), it
has several forms and there is disagreement
whether some of them are considered Sunni or
Beda'i. What counts here is that the Jordanian
Board of Iftaa’ rules that all forms of Bedai'/
innovative divorce take place, except that
which is accompanied with a number of divorce
pronouncements either by utterance or signal,
and repeating the pronouncement of divorce in
the same council, only one divorce takes place.
Whereas, the divorce of the woman observing
iddah(waiting period) doesn't take place at
all based on a Fatwa of Ibn Taymiah so as to
facilitate for the Muslims and hinder the devil
from seducing them to destroy their families.
Most of the contemporary scholars have
adopted this opinion based on the following
Hadith: Ibn Abbas ( May Allah be pleased
with them) reported that the (pronouncement)
of three divorces during the lifetime of Allahys
Messenger (PBUH) and that of Abu Bakr and
two years of the caliphate of Umar (Allah be
pleased with him) (was treated) as one. But
Umar b. Khattab (Allah be pleased with him)
said: Verily the people have begun to hasten in
the matter in which they are required to observe
respite. So if we had imposed this upon them,
he imposed it upon them.” {Muslim}.

This opinion has also been adopted in articles
(81) and (89) of the Jordanian Personal Status
Law, 2010/36. And Allah knows best.




is short, it fulfills the essential purpose observed
in the Sunnah of the Caliph Uthman Bin Affan,
giving prayer performers extra minutes to reach
the mosque before the Imam sits on the pulpit.

There is no valid reason for denying this
Athan(the one pronounced before the Imam
sits on the pulpit), nowadays, as it fulfills the
aim of the Sunnah which used to be practiced
by Uthman, and since its permissibility is based
on the fact that the Prophet’'s companions
approved it. This is despite the fact that some
traditions describe this Athan as one of the
newly invented matters(in religion), as reported
by Ibn Rajab in his book [Fateh Al-Bari,(220-218/8).]
It is considered newly invented(Mohdath)
in the sense that it wasn't pronounced in the
lifetime of the Prophet(PBUH), and it isn't
intended for banning and forbidding. In fact,
the companions invented as well as sanctioned
it, and since there is no Sharia-approved
evidence that it is forbidden, the four juristic
schools have agreed that it is lawful. [Hashyat
Ibn Adeen,] @ Hanafte book, stated, “The second
Athan for Friday prayer is pronounced after the
Imam sits on the pulpit, as a Sunnah.”|Manh Al-
Jaleel,] @ Malikite book, stated, “The first Athan

for the Friday prayer is a Sunnah.”| E'anat At-
Talibeen,] a Shafi book, stated,*The two Athans
for the Friday prayer are permissible.” [Kash-shaaf
Al-khina'] a Hanbalite book, stated, “The first
Athan for the Friday prayer is recommended
because Uthman has kept it as Sunnah and was
observed by the Muslim Nation.”Pronouncing
the Athan for the Friday prayer twice is effective
in Jordan, as determined by the Ministry of
Awqaf, Islamic Affairs and the Holy Sites. It is
also adopted in the rest of the Muslim World.
Therefore, those who have a different opinion
in this regard based on their [jtihad(independent
reasoning) aren't allowed to create disageement
in mosques to impose their view. In addition,
they aren't allowed to criticize others for not
following suit. And Allah knows best.

Resolution No.(216)(6/2015) :
“Divorce Given in Anger and

Bedai /Innovative Divorce:

Effective or not”

On the above given date, the Board reviewed the
question asked by the Islamic Fatwa Council,
Jerusalem, Palestine, about divorce given in a
state of anger and Bedai'/innovative divorce, in
terms of effectiveness?

After thorough deliberations, the Board decided
the following:
Muslim Jurists have classified anger into three

types:



Resolution No.(220)(10/2015) : “Ruling on the Permissibility of
the two Athans for the Friday Prayer”

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of The
Worlds; and may His blessings and peace be upon
our Prophet Mohammad and upon all his family
and companions.

The Board reviewed the question sent by some
citizens, and it reads as follows:

Nowadays, some students of Islamic Sharia
argue that the Sunnah is to have one Athan(Call
for prayer) for Friday prayer and it should
be pronounced after the Imam sits on the
pulpit(Mimbar), and not two Athans as the
Sunnah which used to be practiced by the rightly-
guided Caliph Othman Bin Affaan(May Allah be
pleased with him). As a result, this matter has led
to disagreement in some mosques. Would you
kindly clarify the ruling of Islamic Sharia on this
issue and issue a Fatwa in this regard in order to
settle the dispute and to ward off the trial?
After researching and deliberating, the Board
decided what follows:

In the lifetime of the Prophet(PBUH), the Athan
for Friday prayer used to be pronounced after
the Imam sat on the pulpit , and there is no
disagreement about its permissibility, as stated
by Ibn Qodamah, “There is no dispute about the

permissibility of the Athan for Friday prayer,
which is pronounced after the Imam sat on the
pulpit, as it used to be in the lifetime of the
Prophet(PBUH).” As-Saa’b Ibn Yazeed said, “
In the lifetime of the Prophet, Abu Bakr and
"Umar, the Adhan for the Jumua prayer used
to be pronounced when the Imam sat on the
pulpit.” (Bukhari).

As regards pronouncing the Athan before the
Imam sat on the pulpit, it is the Sunnah of Uthman
Bin Affaan and it was approved by the Prophet's
companions, so this proves that it is permissible.
The wisdom behind this Athan is to remind the
people to get ready for the Friday prayer, one
hour before its due time. As a result, this Athan
remained until present, following the Sunnah of
the rightly-guided Caliphs(May Allah be pleased
with them). The Messenger(PBUH) said,* So
you must keep to my Sunnah and to the Sunnah
of the Khulafa ar-Rashideen (the rightly guided
caliphs), those who guide to the right way. Cling
to it stubbornly [literally: with your molar teeth].
”{Mosnad ahmad}. Nowadays, although the time

between the two Athans for Friday prayer.



Resolution No0.(219)(9/2015) : “Ruling of Islamic Sharia
on Sabi(War Prisoners, Children and Women only)”

The Board reviewed the question sent by Dr.
Abdullah Al-Kurdi, Chairman of the Association
of Muslim Scholars in Kurdistan-Iraq, and it
reads as follows:

Your Grace is quite acquainted with the atrocities
committed by the Islamic State(1.S) in the name
of Islam, and one of these is Sabi(War prisoners,
children and women only) where Christian and
Yazidi girls and women are sold for a very low
price, a handful of Dirhams, in public. This
criminal act had negative repercussions on the
Kurdish community.

As your Grace is a highly respected figure in
the Muslim World, we deem necessary that you
issue a Fatwa condemning Sabi and forbidding
it so as for the Muslim World to become fully
aware of the atrocities inflicted upon these
victims in the name of Islam.

Islam hasn't brought Sabi and slavery; rather,
this social phenomenon was widespread in
early nations for centuries. When Islam was
manifested, it had to deal with a harsh reality, so
itdelivered rules and regulations to eradicate this
phenomenon on gradual basis, as is the wisdom
of Islam in many of its legislations. Therefore,
it provided useful and decisive solutions to end
this problem from its very source.

As a result, Islamic Sharia has narrowed down
the sources of slavery, forbade any act of

mgression against free people, made freeing

slaves one of the Zakah disbursement channels
and among the righteous deeds by which a
Muslim pleases Allah and gets his sins erased
from his record on the Day of Resurrection.
Allah, The Exalted, says(what means),“But he
hath made no haste on the path that is steep. And
what will explain to thee the path that is steep?-
(It 1s:) freeing the bondman;”{Al-Balad(13-11)}.
Islamic Sharia has also enabled slaves to free
themselves through the system of “Mokatabah”
1.e. concluding a contract of manumission. This
1s in addition to many other meticulous and wise
legislations by which Islam was able to counter
this phenomenon and bring it to a gradual end.
In conclusion, the criminal acts committed
by this terrorist organization; namely, Sabi,
enslavement and human trafficking, are
impermissible and totally contradict the
objectives and the provisions of Islamic
Sharia; especially, since nations have agreed
on abolishing it and standing up to its various
forms. Islam hasn't brought slavery and Sabi;
rather, it has brought manumission and freedom
since absolute slavery is dedicated to Allah
alone, as indicated by the famous saying of the
Caliphate Umar Bin Al-Khattab(May Allah be
pleased with him),“Since when did you enslave
the people though they were born free.” And
Allah knows best.
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Resolution No.(218)(8/2015) : “Ruling on Accepting the Donations
Made by Non-Islamic Banks to Charitable Organizations”

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of The
Worlds, and may His blessings and peace be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all his
family and companions.

The Board reviewed the question of His
Excellency Dr. Marwan Al-Homood, which
reads as follows: What is the ruling of Islamic
Sharia on accepting the donations made by non-
Islamic banks to establish different charitable
societies, or to equip them with furniture and
other supplies?

After researching and deliberating, the Board
arrived at the following view:

Islam has defined certain methods for making
money and spending it, and has prohibited a
Muslim from resorting to unlawful means for
making a living. Therefore, that which he earns
from a lawful business is equally lawful, for he
can eat from it, spend, and give to charity and
receive a reward from Allah, The Almighty.
On the other hand, that which he earns from
an unlawful business is equally unlawful, so
he doesn't receive a reward for it; rather, he is

considered sinful, for Allah accepts only that
which is lawful. Our beloved Prophet(PBUH)
said,“There is no flesh raised that sprouts
from the unlawful except that the Fire is more
appropriate for it.” {A¢Tirmizi}

Since the transactions of non-Islamic banks
include that which i1s lawful and unlawful,
there 1s no harm in accepting the donations
that they make to charitable activities, such as
establishing relief agencies, research centres,
charitable societies, and schools. This is
because the four Muslim Jurists have permitted
accepting the gifts of those whose lawful money
is mixed with unlawful money. They also
said that its owner is the one accountable for
committing the sin of earning unlawful money.
This is provided that the donations aren't used
for promoting unlawful transactions, and that
the unlawful money wasn't considered as such
because it was made by coercion, or theft. This
i1s because such money should be given back
to its rightful owner and can’t be accepted as a

donation. And Allah knows best.



Resolutions of the Iftaa’ Board
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Resolution No.(217)(7/2015): “Ruling on Irrigating
with Treated Waste Water”

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of The
Worlds, and may His blessings and peace be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all his
family and companions.

The Board reviewed the question sent by his
Excellency, the Secretary-General of the Water
Authority, Mr. Habashneh, and it reads as
follows:

I would like to attract your attention to the fact
that waste water treatment plants produce water
in accordance with the latest international
techniques that meet international and local
standards.

It is important to use this water in line with
the Jordanian waste water treatment quality
standards, and for different uses; especially,
the restricted irrigation, through securing large
quantities of clean irrigation water. Would you
clarify the opinion of Islamic Sharia on using
treated waste water for irrigation?

After researching and deliberating, the Board
arrived at the following view:

It is permissible to irrigate with treated waste
water and to eat from the fruit of such plantation
because the ruling pertaining to the fruit isn't
affected by whether the water is pure or impure.
This is indicated by the question directed to Al-

Imam An-Nawawi,“If the plantation and the
fruit were irrigated with filthy water, or their
soil was fertilized with it, is it lawful to eat

their product? He replied, yes, it is.” {Fatwas of An-
Nawawi}.

However, it is imperative to abide by the sanitary
regulations stipulated in this regard in order not
to pollute the environment, ruin the plantation
and the fruits, or cause harm to human beings.
Moreover, scientific and medical standards
should be observed as well. And Allah knows
best.



History of the Fatwa Department :

The Fatwa Department of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan was founded in 1921. Since its
formation, it has relied upon Hanafi fatwas which were in use during the Ottoman era, and the

Mufti has answered the questions of members of the public, whether they relate to worship or
financial transactions or personal statutes, and it has assigned a mufti to each judge in cities
both large and small. The judge seeks the mufti's assistance in solving social problems, just
as the mufti refers to the judge matters which are not within the mufti’s jurisdiction and which
require evidence and witnesses.

The Fatwa Department remained in this state until Sheikh Hamzah al-Arabi was appointed
Mufti of the Kingdom by a Royal Decree in 1941.

In 1966, the Islamic Religious Endowments system was formed, of which section nine includ-
ed regulation of fatwa affairs, and the mufti was associated with the Minister of Endowments.
Because of this, the articles stipulated that the Grand Mufti should hold, in partnership with
the Director of Preaching and Guidance, periodic meetings for the direction of muftis and the
organisation of their work, due to the fact that the muftis were engaged in preaching and guid-
ance as well.

Owing to the appearance of new matters in the lives of citizens, and to the multiplicity of issues
and the large number of schools of law, the public interest called for the issuing of a decision
which formed a fatwa council headed by the Chief Justice. The council met to examine the fol-
lowing matters: new issues, issues that concern the whole community, issues that are referred
to the mufti by public bodies such as ministries or companies. As for other issues, the Mufti of
the Kingdom or the muftis in the cities and governorates would address them.

The system of administrative organisation of the Ministry of Religious Endowments advanced,
and with it advanced the fatwa system, and so the creation of the Fatwa Department was
completed in 1986, although the mufti remained associated with the Minister of Religious En-
dowments, who in some cases may not have studied Shari>ah; consequently, the Chief Jus-
tice remains head of the fatwa council, because the Chief Justice must always be qualified in
Shari’ah.

Independence of the General Fatwa Department from the Ministry of Religious Endowments:

In 2006, a law was passed which declared the independence of the General Fatwa Depart-
ment from the Ministry of Religious Endowments and other official bodies, and the rank of the
mufti became equal to the rank of a minister in the country, and by this the Fatwa Department
became independent of other state agencies, and the work of organising and strengthening
fatwa affairs is still being conducted by legal scholars and specialists in the sciences of Islamic
legislation. The duties are divided between them, and each section is responsible for care and
treatment of one aspect of the needs of the community.

Tasks of the Fatwa Department, as determined by law:

The law determined the tasks and duties of the department as follows:

1. Supervising and organizing of fatwa affairs in the Kingdom.

2. Issuing fatwas on general and specific matters in accordance with the provisions of this law.
3. Preparing of the required research papers and Islamic studies on important matters and
emerging issues.

4. Producing a periodic specialist academic journal concerned with the publication of reviewed
academic research papers in Shari’ah and Islamic sciences and related fields.

5. Cooperating with scholars of Islamic law in the Kingdom and outside of it regarding fatwa
affairs.

6. Offering opinions and advice in matters presented to it by state agencies. a
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