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Priorities and Criteria for Establishing Endowments (Awqaf)

By: Mohammed Younis Al-Zoaby

Abstract

There is no doubt that Islamic endowments (Awqaf) have historically played a vital role
in fulfilling people's essential and evolving needs—needs that state institutions, at times,
may struggle to meet. It is therefore imperative to revive awareness of the importance of
establishing these charitable endowments and to encourage all members of society, both
individuals and institutions, to revitalize them. This will restore endowments to their former
prominence, enabling them to once again drive progress and prosperity across all spheres of
life and to effectively address contemporary challenges.

This study consists of an introduction, which clarifies how Islamic jurisprudence, in
its rulings, carefully balances the achievement of benefits for the life of this world and the
hereafter while preventing harm.

It is divided into two main sections:

+  The first section outlines the priorities for establishing endowments and the conditions
under which these priorities may change.

» The second section examines the evidence (Sharia basis) for endowments and its im-
pact on realizing their established priorities.

The research concludes with a summary of the most important findings and recommen-
dations, followed by a list of key sources and references.

We ask Allah for success and guidance in achieving what He loves and approves.

Keywords: Endowments, Endowment, Higher Objectives of Sharia, Replace-

ment.
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The Riba-Based Environment

and Its Impact on the Activity of Islamic Banks

By: Mahmoud Fahd Mahedat

Abstract

The idea of Islamic banks emerged as an alternative to conventional banks, entirely ex-
cluding interest from all their banking transactions. However, they faced numerous obsta-
cles that collectively formed a riba-based environment. This environment caused the prac-
tical experience of Islamic banking to deviate from its original, authentic activity, which
is long-term investment such as Mudarabah (profit-sharing) and Ijarah (leasing), etc., and
confined it to short-term activities, mostly restricted to Murabahah li al-Amir bi al-Shira’
(cost-plus sale for the one who orders the purchase).

This study aims to investigate and analyze the causes of the formation of this riba-based
environment, in order to demonstrate its impact on the activity of Islamic banks and its role
in the deviation of the practical banking experience. Following this analysis, the study at-
tempts to present suggested solutions to remedy this problem.

The study concluded that the most significant factors leading to the formation of the
riba-based environment are attributable to the prevailing riba-based system, which influ-
enced both the staff working in Islamic banks (many of whom were recruited from con-
ventional banks) and the clients dealing with Islamic banks (both depositors and inves-
tors). This riba-based environment led to a deviation in the practical banking experience,
whereby most Islamic banking activity became confined to short-term investment, primar-
ily Murabahah li al-Amir bi al-Shira’. This deviation had negative effects, all of which
constituted an obstacle to the progress of Islamic banking activity within Islamic financial

institutions.

Keywords: Banks, Usury, Mudarabah, Islamic Banks.
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The difference between Mecca and Medina

to show the best places on Earth

By: Abd-Ullah Hussien Meqdadi

Abstract

This research was titled “The Difference Between Mecca and Medina to Show Which
Are the Best Places on Earth,” due to its importance in showing the distinction between
places, as the issue was detailed with a scientific approach far removed from superficial
Jjudgment on texts.

This study came in an introduction and three sections. The researcher explained
the research terms in the introduction, while the first and second sections defined Mecca
and Medina; he mentioned their history and highlighted their virtues. The third section was
dedicated to explaining the superiority between Mecca and Medina, detailing the scholars'
opinions and the evidence each group presented, as well as the conclusions reached by the
investigators from both groups. The research concluded with the most important findings

the researcher arrived at.

Keywords: Mecca, Medina, Difference, Al-Masjid Al-Haram.
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