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Priorities and Criteria for Establishing Endowments (Awqaf)

By: Mohammed Younis Al-Zoaby

Abstract

There is no doubt that Islamic endowments (Awqaf) have historically played a vital role
in fulfilling people's essential and evolving needs—needs that state institutions, at times,
may struggle to meet. It is therefore imperative to revive awareness of the importance of
establishing these charitable endowments and to encourage all members of society, both
individuals and institutions, to revitalize them. This will restore endowments to their former
prominence, enabling them to once again drive progress and prosperity across all spheres of
life and to effectively address contemporary challenges.

This study consists of an introduction, which clarifies how Islamic jurisprudence, in
its rulings, carefully balances the achievement of benefits for the life of this world and the
hereafter while preventing harm.

It is divided into two main sections:

+  The first section outlines the priorities for establishing endowments and the conditions
under which these priorities may change.

» The second section examines the evidence (Sharia basis) for endowments and its im-
pact on realizing their established priorities.

The research concludes with a summary of the most important findings and recommen-
dations, followed by a list of key sources and references.

We ask Allah for success and guidance in achieving what He loves and approves.

Keywords: Endowments, Endowment, Higher Objectives of Sharia, Replace-

ment.
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