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Theological Views of the Mu'tazilites on Allah's Acts and Al-
Ghazali's Critique of them

Abstract

This paper sheds light on Al-Ghazali's refutation of the Mu'tazilites® views on the acts
of Allah, The Exalted. The Mu'tazilites have based the issues of this research on the princi-
ple of Divine Justice for which they have formed a special concept, and made it an obliga-
tion upon Allah based on what is intellectually right and wrong. Accordingly, this group
identified Divine Justice and the injustice the Lord must be cleared of. They added that
Allah must reward His servants for acts of obedience and punish them for sins. They have
examined this under the principle of Promise and Threat and have made this an obligation
upon Allah. They have also discussed other issues such as what is good and what is better,
and all of these issues go under the umbrella of the principle of Divine Justice, which they
have founded on intellectual principles. On his part, Al-Ghazali clarified the deviation of
this group's methodology because the intellect is unable to encompass the acts of Allah
and His justice, so he provided a meticulous scientific critique of the evidence they have
produced. He examined the evidence derived from the texts of Sharia and the intellect in
adopting the doctrine of Asha'irah, in addition to refuting the key dubious matters of the

Mu'tazilites in this regard.
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